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In the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for use by an access point in a wireless communications 
environment wherein multiple channels are available for communication, comprising: 

selecting a channel on which to provide service to at least one wireless device by: 

sending at least one message indicative of a claim to the selected channel 

messages to other devices ; 

if no message indicative of a claim to the selected channel is received from 
another device, commencing operation on the selected channel; and 

if a message indicative of a claim to the selected channel is received from another 

device, thereby indicating conflict, resolving the conflict bv at least one of 

selecting a different channel on which to provide service, and 

reducing fransmission power; and 

roooiving claim messages from other dovioos; 

using the claim m e ssag e s it s e nds and r e c e iv e s to s e l e ct a chann e l on which to 

oommunicato; 

determining which wireless devices become associated with the access point by 
periodically: 

sending a message A nnounc e m e ssag e s to oth e r wireless devices to indicate ^ 
aoooss point's presence and its protocol capability of the access point t o tho other dovicos ; 

receivings Bid messages from other wireless dcx ices. mcssaucs indicative of 
requests to become associated with the access point wherein a dovico sends a Bid message to a 
th e acc e ss point to indicat e that th e d e vic e d e sir e s to communicat e in th e wir e l e ss 
communications environment via tho aoooss point ; 

selecting a subset of the wireless devices from which a message was received 
indicative of a request to become associated with the access point, thereby rejecting some of the 
requests to become associated; and 

sending an Accept a_message to each selected wireless a device in response to a 
Bid message to indicate that the access point will allow the selected device to communicate in 
the wireless communications environment via the access point. 
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2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising the steps of: 

receiving a_registration request message m ossagos from a wireless device dovicos . 
wherein a the wireless device sends a tiie regisfration request message to the access point to 
indicate that the device desires to communicate in the wireless communications environment via 
the access point using a particular protocol; and 

sending a_registration acknowledge message mossagos to the wireless device which sent 
the registration request message devices , wherein the access point sends the regisfration 
acknowledge message a Regisfration aclaiowlodgo message to a dovioo in rosponso to a 
Regisfration R e qu e st m e ssag e , to indicate that the access point understands that the device will 
communicate in the wireless communications environment using the particular protocol Dynamic 
Radio Confrol Protocol . 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein a Bid message indicative of a request to 
become associated with the access point i s sent by a wireless device to the access point if the 
wireless device ascertains that the access point is likely to provide better wireless 
communications performance than another access point through which the wireless device is 
currently communicating. 



